Monthly Meeting: Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 8:00pm
Topic: “Cassini-Huygens Mission to Saturn and Titan”
Speaker: John Conrad, NASA Ambassador
At the Mt. Cuba Astronomical Observatory

From the President – Rob Lancaster
DAS Members,
As we approach the Holidays, we should of course reflect upon all those things we can be thankful
for. This is especially poignant this November since our longstanding and dedicated publications chair, Joe
Neuberger, who we thank for all of his years of dedicated service, was unfortunately in a serious car accident. He
remains in critical condition, and we wish him good health and a swift recovery. We also can be really thankful for
the club members who have pitched in to put this issue together in Joe’s absence. We hope you enjoy the issue,
although it will not be up to its usual quality or length. We miss you Joe!
We can also be very thankful of all of the DAS members who have volunteered to help out at our
various functions recently. We have a strong outreach group sharing our love of astronomy with people of all ages
in schools, museums, and parks. Our members have hosted about 30 outreach events so far this year and have
touched the lives of over a thousand people. That is nothing short of amazing.
We have been working hard to make improvements to the Sawin Observatory
through the acquisition of new equipment, the restoration of our old equipment,
and upgrades in the facility itself. This project did get delayed a little in the permit
process, but regardless, we are still making progress. As luck would have it, we
managed to acquire the refractor we currently plan to put into the pod at a much
cheaper price than if we had bought it new, and are proceeding with the next
steps to get it operational for the use of our members. We are very thankful of all
of the volunteer hours our members have been putting in to make these
improvements a reality. We are also thankful for the volunteers who helped with
the recent storeroom cleanup and the new shelf installation. The space looks a
lot better!
The Delaware Astronomical Society is stronger than ever, with
over 100 members the last time I saw the count. I am very thankful to be a part of
this group and honored that you chose me to represent you in the role of
President. Our club is doing great things for the astronomical community and for
the public. Have a great holiday!

Board
Meeting
Agenda

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Review of Minutes from Last Meeting—Jack Goodwin
Treasurer’s Report—Diana Metzger
Converting Family Memberships—Jeff Lawrence
Report on the New Refractor—Bill Hanagan
Items needed to get the Refractor up and running—Bill Hanagan
Plans for the old 6” AstroPhysics telescope—Jeff Lawrence

Meeting Date:
December 19 2017
January 16 2018
February 20 2018
March 20 2018
April 17 2018
May 15 2018
June 19 2018

Speaker & Topic:
Holiday celebration
Jim O’Leary – “Astronomy at the Top of the World”
Paul Halpern – “Feynman”
Preston Smith – “Traveling With Your Scope”
Member mini-talks
Dinner Meeting - TBD
TBD

Joe, we know this issue does not live up to the
standard you have set. We are all pulling for
you for a speedy recovery! All the best to you
and you family and loved ones,
- The DAS Board

